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ROANOKE BAR ASSOCIATION

POLICY OF THE LEGAL AID CONFLICTS COMMITTEE

The Roanoke Bar Association recognizes the importance of providing representation to
deserving clients of Blue Ridge Legal Services, Inc., and Legal Aid Society of the Roanoke
Valley who cannot be represented due to a conflict of interests. This duty is reflected in
Article XXIX of our bylaws, which provides that “[t]he Legal Aid Conflicts Committee shall
receive requests for referrals from Blue Ridge Legal Services, Inc., and Legal Aid Society of the
Roanoke Valley of persons seeking legal representation who qualify for services from those
agencies except for a conflict of interests. The committee shall refer these requests for legal

representation to members of the Bar to provide the representation without charging a fee.”

A, Guidelines for Referring Agencies

It is understood that Blue Ridge Legal Services, Inc. (“BRLS™) and Legal Aid Society of
the Roanoke Valley (“referring agencies™) will refer cases in which they are representing adverse
parties. It is further understood that the referring agencies will refer cases in which there has
been an attorney consultation with an adverse party. Mere completion of an application, without

an attorney consultation, will not serve as grounds for a conflict.

In the recent past, the referrals have come from BRLS and generally have involved
support, custody or visitation matters. It is BRLS’s policy that it will not represent indigents in
support, custody or visitation matters in Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court unless pro se

representation would work substantial injustice, and BRLS does not request our attorneys to
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